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POLICY POSITION PAPER FOR THE CALFED BAY-DELTA PROGRAM
The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California

PREAMBLE

Metrepolitan snd its 27 publie meraber agenvies provide water to 16 millien prople in a six-county servics

args in Southern Californie. Metropolitan it communicating this policy position (policy) because CALFED

is in the precess of developing o prefarred atsmative 1o solve the problems sssociated with Bay-Delts, a
vital resource for this region, This policy is & statsment of Metropclitan’s neads and interests, We
recognize that CALFED I3 attemptiag to develop solutions that address multiple interests, such a5
environmental restoration, leves Iinprovements, water quality and supply relinbility. We belisve that our
neads, as degoribod in this pulicy, can be achieved in conjunction with the needs of the rest of the State. We

also believe that continued support and consensus bullding by stakeholders is dependent upon a balanced
solutien, - : ‘

METROPOLITAN'S OBRJECTIVES

¢ Public Health Frowcrion. Metropolitan requires a safe drinking water supply from the Bay-Delta in
orderto meet current and future regulatory requiretaonts and to protect public health, achieved trough
reduced levels of total organie sarbon (TOC), bromude, pathogens and ather unknown conteminants,

v Saitnly Manegement Metropolitan requires source water from the Bay-Delts that i consistontly low
in galinlty in order to implement local water recycling and groundwater programe and to minimize
economic impacts on regidential and indugtrial ugers,

© & Supply Reliahifity. Metropolitan must have protection for its existing Bay-Delte supplies and have

2c08sS 1O wet year water for storage in order to reduce s future rellance an Delta supplics during dry
years, when impacts to fisheries and acosystem are most severs,

¢ Assurance. Metropolitan must be essured that all of CALFED's sraved purposes will be met and ali
tompunients of the Bay-Disita solution will be implemented to provide regiona! wad smmwide benefit,
As implementation sgreement must be developed to ensure afforts to schisve CALFED's objectives

move In parailel und on a halanced schedule. Funding and implementation of ecosystamn restoration, in--

streamn quality improvamenta, and levee repairs should not proceed unless commensurate funding and
implementation of safis drinking water quelity, salinity coutrol, mnd supply reliability elso oceurs, |

METROBOLITAN'S CONCRENS

» Staging approuch may jeppardize long-term, besy solution. Mawopolitan 15 geeply concerned that
CALFEDs preposed staging approach puts off making difficult but crucis! decisions regording the long-
term, bast solution to the problems in the Bay-Delta. CALFED has chosen & steged spproach, which
emphasizes development of “soft path” programs in the near-term and has pushed back making &
decigion regurding sn isolated facillty,

o CALFED's propased Stage 2 acvions do liftle to improve water guality. CALFED's proposed Stags |
actions, while potentially providing for some supply relisbility lmprovements, do very little o improve
export water guelity, Improved water quality from & CALFED solution is cssential to Southern
California for public health protection and salinity managerment.

G—006946

9164442829 " EASTBAYMUD ' ] | PaeE BS
or4gPM  PLANNING % RESGC.117TH 213-2177778 Attachned0 ¥ Roarf A Brer Bos

G-006946



‘ [ . I e a1 ' o ‘ PAGE @b
+89/89/1998  11:58 9164442823 EQSTS;&;:;UD Attachman 0, S7Zoasd ier Boo—
‘ : : ING % RESC.11TH 213-21 achthen . 3 oayd” Wi ter 8-
. ‘EEP. Z.1986 2:48PM Pl ) ‘ Planning and Rasources
August 2%, 1998

s Political issues not directly addveszed, Metropolitan understands the political issugs surrounding

- , impiemmmion of an isolated favility. Many of thase issues ¢enter on the perception that if an {sslated
‘ facility is congtructad, then Southern Californis will “drain” the Deita and then abandon Delta programs,

such as envirenmsntal restorstion, in-stream qunmy unpmvemens, and levee stability. Metropolitan -

believas that CALFED has not addressad thess issues in a straightforward manner and that two importan
messages must be siated concerning thase issues; (1) Metropolitan and its member agencies have made
and are committed to continuing to make enonmovs investments in developing altemative “s0fi path™
water supplies, which teduce Southermn Californis's reliance on Delta watar; and (2) Metropolitan will
only support an isolatsd faaility if It is coupled with needed through-Delta investments for scosystem
restoration, in=stream water quality, and levee stability,

WHAT CALFED MUST PROVIDE

Technicel studies indicute that an isolaped facility, in conjunction with througheDelta improvements, is bast
able 10 achiove CALFED's stated objectives. CALFED has chosen another course of action - a staged
approach, with the isolated facility being & contingency if “soRt path” approaches do not work. Although
concorned with this approach, Metropolitan will support any altemasive {or staging of alternatives) to the
extent that the following requirements are met;

v Ensure healthy and safe drinking water, Delta export water must be reduced to 3 milligrams per liter
for total organic carbon (TOC) and 45 mictograme per liter for bromide, during both wet and dry yesrs,
to provide for public health protection. Thege velues ara consistent with target values sstablished by an
indepasdent pans! of water quality sxperts. Average levels at Metropolitan's intakes range from 210 4
milligrams per liter for TOC and 107 to 385 micrograms per liter for bromide (bromide is six times the
nationsl average). When saurce water containing TOC and bromids is treated, disinfection by-products
are formed, tome of which are suspacted carcinogens and have been linked to miscarriages.

. o Provide source water fow in Salinfy, Salinity of Delts export water must be reduced to approximately

. 150 parts per million, both in wet and dry years, in order to continue to implement water recy¢ling and
groundwater programe. Average levels of aalinity in Delta water at Metropolitan’s intake range from 218
to 415 parts per million. Esch year about 600,000 tons of galt accumuiete in Southern Califomia, which
greatly jeopardizes the region’y abillty to implemsnt existing and new local wirer management programs.
Source water high in salinity alan has multimiliion dotiar impacts on reeidential and industrial users.

o Ensure supply reliability. Although Metropolitan’s water managsment strategy is to greatly reduce its
relinnoe on Deita water during & droughs, enauring reliability of Delta water (s essential. Reliability
must be achieved in three areas: (1) gear-term reliability must be achisved through extending the Bay-
Deita Accord and providing assurances sgainst futurs reguistions that could reduce existing SWP
supplics; (2) greater cperational flexibility n the SWP system is noeded to allow Metropolitan access 0
water in wot years for storage — Metzopolitan must be shls (o take up to its 2.0 million acre-foot
sntitlement during wet years, when impacts to fisheries are minimal; (3) storage and voluntary water
transfers are sssentinl water manegement tools thet are required in order reduce reliance on Delta water
duting drcught periods; and (4) some edditionsal Stare Warer Project supplies, above Accord levels, are
necded in the long-term to ensure relisbility ~ amsunting to about 150,000 acre.feet per year,

o  Conduct necessary feasibilisy stndiss and exvirenmertal permitting, If s staged approach is
implemented, all feasibility studies, and environmenta! permitting must be completed during Stage I to
ensure that no time or money is lest and that required conveyance and surface storage projects will be
operstional when needed.
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WHAT METROPOLITAN WIILL PROVIDE

o Commitment to developing “soft path” supplies. Metropolitan and its member agencies have developed
and will continue 1o develop conservation, recycling, and groundwater programs to reduce Southern
Californit’s dependence on Dalta water. Howsver, this strategy of maximizing our local water supplies
g‘ :;ominsem vpen a sucenseful CALFED solutlon that improves the quality of source water from the

ta, :

Consgrvetion and Recveling: Southern Californie is currently conserving and recycling over

700,000 acre-faet of water per year, representing the entirs watsr demand of the City of Los

Angeles. Metropolitan has invested over $130 million 1o date for conservation and recycling,

which was matched by even greater invostments by local agencies. Metropolitan’s Integrated

murges Plan (IRP) ealls for sxpanding conservation and recycling by 128% over current Jovels
20. '

jwayer Storage gnd Transfers: Metropolitan has developed several groundwater

conjunciive use aorage programs in it sepvice area and Centra) Valley, totaling over $00,000
acre-foer. Metropolitan’s IRP ealls for expanding sonjunctive use storege in its service area and

‘calls for developing an additional 300,300 acre-fect of voluntary water transfers in the Central
Valley to bie used primtarily during dry years.

¢ Reduced reliance on Delin woter during dry years. These alternavive “soft path” supplies are geared w0
redusing Southern Californiu’s reliance on Delta watzr during dry years, Pagt projections indicated that
Matropolitan would require its full SWP entitlement of 2.0 million acre-feet during a drought

* (ropresenting 30% of the segion’s toral nseds). Current IRP projections indicate that Metropolitan will

only need 630,000 acre-feet during s critical drought year, such as a repeat of 1991 (representing (3% of
the region’s total needs). Metropolitan &nd its member agancies are eonmitted to thi strategy and
support develaping » Delts operating plan that ensures Sovthern Catifornia’s reduced reliance on WP
supplies during drought periods.

CONSEQUENCES OF CALFED'S FAILURE

Metropolitan has invested heavily in supporting the CALFED program. It will be a tregedy if CALFED fails
to maet its objectives, The consequences of CALFED"s failure 1 resolve the problems in the Bay-Delta are
enormous for the State and Southern Celifomis — in terms of public health, cost, and environmental
resources.

Maewropolitan and its member ageneies have jnvested hundreds of millions of dollars to greatly improve the
Seuthern California’s management and development of local warter supplies during the 1990%s. We believo
the continuance ef this new water ethic is vital to the success of any long-term solution to the Bay-Deilts,
But this success can only be pogsfble with 2 CALFED program that meeis balanced objectives,

Southern California must have improved source water quality from the Bay-Deita. Qur development of
water management pragrams, such as recysling and groundwater storage, depend on reduced salinity of
Delta water, Without improvements in salinity, our relisncs on Delt water during droughts would shitt
back to pre=1990 levels. Southern California’s public hiealth protection {s also at stake. Current leveis of
TOC mnd bromide in expors water from the Delta are not aceaprable. Unknown contaminants in Delta
export water are atso of concern. Finally, unless supply religbility is improved, Southern California‘s $500
billion economy, quality of life, and environment will ba threarened.
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